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Virginia Fire Departments Respond to 656,189 Incidents in 2010
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA:  The Virginia Department of Fire Programs (VDFP) has released its fifth annual “Fighting Fires with Facts” report to fire departments and key stakeholders throughout the Commonwealth.  The report provides an overview of incident responses by Virginia’s fire service in 2010 compiled from the Virginia Fire Incident Reporting System (VFIRS) and summarizes the data at the state, locality, and fire department level.
Highlights from the 2010 report include:
· In 2010, fire departments in Virginia responded to 656,189 total incidents for the year,

averaging 1,798 calls every day; one incident every 48 seconds.

· There were 28,198 fires in Virginia for 2010, which accounted for only 4% of the total

incidents and resulted in a total dollar loss of $245 million.

· Fire service responded to 430,683 rescue and EMS calls in 2010, which accounted for

66% or two-thirds of the total incidents.

· There were 431 incidents with a total of 539 civilian fire casualties; while 383 incidents

accounted for a total of 449 fire service casualties.

· 491 or 84.9% of a total of 578 fire departments reported incident to VFIRS for 2010.

The departments that reported incidents for 2010 represented 95.9% of Virginia’s

population.

· Incidents occurred at a rate of 85.5 incidents for every 1,000 Virginia residents.

· $7.4 billion dollars of property and contents were saved with fire incidents.

· Structure fires accounted for 35% of the fire incidents; Brush fires made up 27% of the

total fires.

-more-

· Aid was given 38,389 times by fire departments to departments in other jurisdictions.
· There were 435 exposure fires that spread from the original source fire to another

building, structure, or vehicle.

· July was the month with the most incidents, and was also the month with the largest

amount of fires.

· The average response time with fire departments in 2010 was 7.0 minutes.

· Each fire incident on average had 4.3 pieces of apparatus and 9.8 total personnel.

· Fire service accumulated 2.9 million hours responding to incidents.

· Cooking was the cause of 33% of all residential structure fires.

· 31% of residential structure fires had a detector that operated and alerted the occupants.
For more information or questions about the “Fighting Fires with Facts” report, please contact Dwight.Crews@vdfp.virginia.gov.  To view the full report, click here. 
About VDFP

The Virginia Department of Fire Programs (VDFP) provides support services to approximately 785 fire and emergency service organizations and over 120,000 firefighters in the Commonwealth.  Support areas include funding, professional development, public fire and life safety education/awareness, research, operational support, advocacy, and technical assistance. For more information on VDFP, please click here.
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