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Governor’s Fire Service Awards to be presented Saturday, February 26
Richmond, Virginia: – On Saturday, February 26, the 2010 Governor’s Fire Service Awards will be  presented to recipients in eight categories during the Virginia Fire Chiefs Association’s Expo & Symposium opening ceremonies.   The event will be held at the Virginia Beach Convention Center.  

The Governor's Fire Service Awards were established in 2002 as a formal recognition of excellence in Virginia's Fire Services.  Nominees are carefully reviewed and selected by the Virginia Fire Services Board Executive Committee and forwarded to the Governor through the Secretary of Public Safety for final approval.  The awards are presented annually each February.  
This year’s Governor’s Fire Service Awards will be presented to the following individuals:
Award:  Excellence in Virginia’s Fire Service
Recipient: Captain Chester E. Waters Jr., Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department
Criteria:  This award recognizes an individual who exemplifies an outstanding dedication to helping protect the citizens of Virginia against the devastating effects of fire, not only in their own jurisdictions, but in other areas of the Commonwealth as well.

Award:  Excellence in Virginia Fire and Life Safety Education

Recipient:  Tiffany Bradbury, Roanoke City Fire - EMS Department
Criteria: This award recognizes an individual who exemplifies outstanding dedication and service for the furtherance of Virginia Public Fire & Life Safety Education not only in their own department, but in other areas of the Commonwealth as well.
Award:  Excellence in Virginia Fire Service Management

Recipient: Chief Robert Dubé, Louisa County Department of Fire and EMS
Criteria: This award recognizes any Officer or Fire Department that has demonstrated exceptional dedication to sound management principles and excellence in fire service leadership not only in their own department, but for the greater good of other fire departments within the Commonwealth.  

-more-

Award:  Outstanding Fire Department Response

Recipient:  Chief George Longest and Upper Middlesex Volunteer Fire Department
Criteria:  This award recognizes any outstanding Fire Department response made in the last year, which demonstrates mutual aid, integration of multiple system components, interagency interfacing and cooperation, or complex assessment or rescue.  

Award:  Excellence in Virginia’s Fire Service Training (Dual Award)
Recipient:  Steve Counts, Regional Resource Specialist, Department of Forestry
Recipient:  Metro Richmond Training Chiefs (Localities represented on Metro Richmond Training Chiefs:  Henrico County, City of Richmond, Chesterfield County, Hanover County, New Kent County, City of Colonial Heights, Defense General Supply Richmond)
Criteria:  This award recognizes any individual/individuals providing lesson plans, support or delivery of programs within the Commonwealth that are fire service related.
Award:  Excellence in Virginia’s Fire Prevention
Recipient: Richmond Fire Prevention, Richmond Fire Department
Criteria:  This award recognizes any individual who has demonstrated exceptional dedication to the field of fire prevention; to include the adoption, amendment or interpretation of the Statewide Fire Prevention Code, Statewide Building Code, and other related codes or fire prevention principles that would impact not only their own jurisdiction but other localities as well. 

Award:  Civilian Lifesaving Award (Dual Award)
Recipients:  Cameron Carlson, Amelia D’Agostino, Emily Myers; and Randy Wheeler and Bernard Wright
Criteria:  This award recognizes any civilian, with no fire service affiliation, who exemplifies an outstanding dedication to helping protect the citizens of Virginia against the devastating effects of fire. 

Award:  Excellence in Virginia’s Fire Service Support – Private Sector
Recipient:  Robert Ditch, Synaptic
Criteria:  This award recognizes any private sector or nonprofit entity that has demonstrated exceptional dedication to the success of Virginia Fire Services throughout the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

For more information about the 2010 Governor’s Fire Service Awards, please contact Mark L. Buff, Marketing and Communications Manager for the Virginia Department of Fire Programs at (804) 249-1965 or mark.buff@vdfp.virginia.gov.
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