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Protect Your Family with Early Warning Devices and Escape Plans
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA: – According to the United States Fire Administration, each year more than 4,000 Americans die in fires and 20,000 are injured.  The majority of these fires occur in the home.  Already this year the Virginia Department of Fire Programs (VDFP) has reported 35 fire fatalities.  Most of these deaths occurred in the home as the result of fires from unattended candles, space heaters, cooking and cigarettes.  In several of these fires, no working smoke alarms were found in the home.  

“The 35 fire deaths recorded thus far in Virginia are certainly a tragedy for us all,” said W. G. Billy Shelton, executive director of VDFP. “Many of the deaths may have been prevented if the households implemented simple fire prevention measures, or were equipped with early warning devices, such as smoke alarms.”

There are time tested ways to prevent and survive a fire.  It is not a question of luck, but rather a matter of planning ahead.  To assist the citizens of Virginia with fire proofing their households and planning for the unthinkable, the Virginia Department of Fire Programs suggests the following:

Working Smoke Alarms Save Lives

· Working smoke alarms save lives and can double your chances of surviving a fire.

· Install smoke alarms on every level of your home.

· Test your smoke alarm monthly.

· Clean your smoke alarm often.  Keep it free of dust and replace the battery at least twice a year. Remember, improperly working smoke, especially alarms with missing batteries, can not warn you of danger!

Prevent Electrical Fires

· Routinely check your electrical appliances and wiring. 

· Frayed wires can cause fires. Replace all worn, old or damaged appliance cords immediately. 

· Use electrical extension cords wisely and do not overload them. 

· Keep electrical appliances away from wet floors and counters; pay special care to electrical appliances in the bathroom and kitchen. 

· When buying electrical appliances look for products, which meet the Underwriter's Laboratory (UL) standard for safety. 
· Always follow the manufacturer’s safety precautions when using household appliances. 

· Unplug appliances when not in use.

· Use safety caps to cover all unused outlets, especially if there are small children in the home.

Alternate Heaters

· Portable heaters need their space.
· All combustibles should be at least three feet away from heating sources.

· Kerosene heaters should be used with caution. Never use gasoline or camp-stove fuel.  

· Refuel outside and only after the heater has cooled. 

Cooking Safety

· Never leave cooking unattended. A serious fire can start in just seconds. 

· Always wear short or tight-fitting sleeves when you cook. 

· Keep towels, pot holders and curtains away from flames. 

· Never use the range or oven to heat your home. Double-check the kitchen before you go to bed or leave the house. 

Plan Your Escape

· Smoke alarms can only warn of danger.  After the alarm you must then take action to escape.

· The best thing to ensure you and your family will do the correct thing in an emergency is to have an escape plan and practice it. 

· Escape plans should be practiced from every room in the house. 

· Know two ways out of each room.

· Caution everyone to stay low to the floor and never open doors that are hot.
· Select a location where everyone can meet after escaping the house.
· Remember, once out, stay out!  

-###-[image: image1.png]



