
Chapter 4 - Training 
 
 
FSTRS (Fire Service Training Records System) 
 
 
Description of Schools 
 

As the only agency in the Commonwealth accredited by the National Board on Fire 
Service Qualifications (Pro-Board), Virginia Department of Fire Programs coordinates funded, 
non-funded, and reimbursable fire-rescue training and certification courses across Virginia.    
 

Funded schools are directly funded and delivered by VDFP at no cost to departments or 
students, with the exception of textbooks if applicable.  Instructors for these classes are VDFP 
wage employees.  VDFP personnel are responsible for the administration and management of the 
schools. 
 

Non-funded schools require students and/or departments to cover all costs of registration, 
lodging, meals, text books, and instructor salaries.  VDFP supports these schools through 
coordination, technical assistance, equipment loan, marketing, certification, and administrative 
records management. 
 

Reimbursable schools are coordinated, delivered, and initially funded by VDFP, which is 
later reimbursed by the department or the locality receiving the training. 
 

In Fiscal Year 2007, VDFP has had sufficient funding for 30% of all direct training 
requests statewide.  This funding comes from VDFP’s annual operating budget, which is 
completely derived from the special revenue Fire Programs Fund established in the Code of 
Virginia § 38.2-401.  Because there is not a dedicated funding source for statewide training, 
schools funded by VDFP must be paid for with money remaining after all mandated 
disbursements/transfers are made from the Fund in accordance with the COV and the 
Appropriations Act. 
 
 
Type of Schools 
 

VDFP coordinated a total 2,123 schools in FY 2007 in Virginia, including 547 funded 
schools (26%), 1,538 non-funded schools (72%) and 38 reimbursable schools (2%).  (See Figure 
33 and Table 27.)  The total number of schools have remained steady during the last few years 
with 2,126 schools conducted in FY 2006 and 1,952 conducted in FY 2005.  There were 547 
funded schools in FY 2007, a 17.6 percent decrease from FY 2006.  (See Figure 34.) 
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Figure 33. Type of Fire Service Schools, FY2007
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Figure 34. Type of Fire Service Schools By Fiscal Year
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Active Students 
 
 Currently, there are 58,590 active students in the Fire Service Training Records System 
(FSTRS). (See Table 28.) 
 

A detailed list of the number of active students by personnel type by locality is found in 
the Supplemental Table 9 at the end of this section. 
 
 
Personnel Type 
 
 Student’s classifications were derived from all the different types of fire service.  
Volunteer firefighters account for 38 percent of the students and paid career firefighters make up 
19 percent. (See Figure 35.) 
 
 

Figure 35. Active Students By Personnel Type
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Student Demographics 
 

VDFP’s fire-rescue training and certification courses serve a diverse group of students 
across Virginia.  The majority of the students from the FSTRS database are Male (82%).  When 
compiling the statistics on race among students, eighty-three percent are White.  (See Figure 36 
and Figure 37.) 
 
 

Figure 36. Active Students By Sex
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Figure 37. Active Students By Race
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Education Level 
 
 Currently, the active student records in FSTRS show that 37 percent of students are high 
school graduates, 34 percent attended college and/or have an associate’s degree, and 12 percent 
are college graduates. (See Chart 38.) 
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Figure 38. Active Students By Education Level
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 Please see Supplemental Table 10 for the current number of certifications by Virginia 
region by certification type. 
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