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Stopping fires before 
they become fires

Please join us for the USFA class
COMMUNITY EDUCATION LEADERSHIP — One Week
(R353) Course Dates: March 11 – 16, 2012
This 6-day course teaches students contemporary leadership elements necessary 
for successful comprehensive community safety education, including striving for 
personal commitment in community safety education and obtaining organizational 
and community support.  The course teaches students to identify community issues 
and diverse target populations and how to select appropriate methods for reaching 
diverse groups.  Students learn to address the most critical fire and life safety issues 
for a community and write measurable performance objectives.

The course is designed for interactivity and sharing of ideas.  For example, students 
share their evaluation plans for a community risk issue, and discover strategies to 
maximize community resources.  

Throughout the course, students work on culminating activities relating to commu-
nity safety education in their own organization and community.  Class and instructor 
feedback is a critical component of the evaluation process.  Three short exams provide 
the students with validation of learning.  Students share their culminating activities 
with the class at the end of the session.  

As with many resident courses, students are asked to bring and share new or unique 
prevention programs from their organization or within their community. 

Note: Students who have taken the 2-week CEL or the CEL (VIP) are not eligible 
to take this course.  

Student Selection Criteria: Students must be coordinators of their 
organization’s public or community safety education function.  Personnel in small 
departments and State or local fire organization personnel who serve on a prevention 
committee are also ideal candidates.

If unclear about student stipend eligibility, students should check with the NETC 
Admissions Office.

ACE Recommendation:  In the lower division baccalaureate/associate degree 
category, or upper division baccalaureate degree category, 3 semester hours in Fire Science.

Mandatory Prerequisite for ALL NFA Courses: 
ALL National Fire Academy resident students must complete ICS 100 level and 
ICS 200 level training BEFORE they arrive at the National Emergency Training 
Center.  While we prefer that students complete the Q-462 and Q-463 courses 
available through NFA Online at www.usfa.dhs.gov/nfa/nfaonline/, we will 
accept other NIMS-compliant equivalent training as provided by State or Federal 
agencies.  The Fire Chief ’s signature on the application attests that the applicant 
has completed this required prerequisite training.  No entry for this prerequisite 
is necessary on your application.

Application Procedures
Each course has specific application requirements.

NFA course descriptions and the General Admission 
Application 119-25-1 for resident courses can also be 
obtained from the USFA Web site at:

www.usfa.dhs.gov/downloads/pdf/
ff_119_25_1_75_5.pdf

Completed applications must be postmarked within 
the appropriate application period and sent to the 
Office of Admissions (address listed below).

NEW! Application Period Dates:
April 15–June 15, 2011

Please Note: The first semester of Fiscal Year 
2012 runs from October  1, 2011, to March 31, 2012. 
Applications for this semester must be postmarked 
between April 15 and June 15, 2011.  Applications 
received before April 15 or after June 15, 2011, will be 
returned to the applicant.  Students must reapply for 
the next semester courses if they are not accepted for 
the first semester.  No applications will be carried over.

Mail Applications to:
Office of Admissions 
USFA/Department of Homeland Security 
16825 South Seton Avenue • Emmitsburg, MD 21727

Office of Admissions Phone:  (301) 447-1035 
Office of Admissions Fax:  (301) 447-1441 
(Applications are accepted via Fax within the 
deadline)

USFA Web site: www.usfa.dhs.gov

Gerry N. Bassett  (301) 447-1094
U.S. Fire Administration
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