
 

1 of 4 

VIRGINIA FIRE SERVICES BOARD 
Live Structure Committee 

Friday, May 31, 2019 
 
The Virginia Fire Services Board Live Structure Committee meeting was held at VDFP HQ in 
Glen Allen on Friday, May 31.   
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT 
H. Lee Day – Chair - Virginia Fire Services Council  
Stephanie Koren – Association of Counties 
David C. Hankley – Virginia Municipal League 
James, Stokely, Insurance Industry 
Bettie Reeves-Nobles, General Public 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT 
Andrew Friedman (substitute) Virginia Board of Housing & Community Development 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT 
Ernie Little – Fire Prevention Association  
James D. Poindexter – Virginia Professional Firefighters Association  
James A. Calvert – Industry (SARA Title III & OSHA) Representative 
David C. Hankley – Virginia Municipal League 
Jeff Bailey - VA Chapter of the International Society of Fire Service Instructors  
James Stokely – Insurance Industry 
Brian McGraw – Stat Fire Marshal 

AGENCY MEMBERS PRESENT 
Brook Pittinger 
Theresa Hunter 
 

Tracey Frame 
John Fugman 
Heather Smolka 

    
GUESTS PRESENT 
Brad Owens   Jeff Brickey  Larry Gwaltney 
John Miller   Jerome I. Williams 
 
CHANGES IN THE AGENDA 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

A. Live Fire Structure Policy (Comprehensive Audit)  

B. Fluvanna County 

C. Prince George County – Container Discussion 

NEW BUSINESS 

A.  Burn Building Applications  

B. Roanoke County 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS 

  

COMMENTS FROM THE COMMITTEE CHAIR 

  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 Topic: Live Fire Structure Policy (Comprehensive Audit) 

Motion:  N/A 

Topic Discussion:  Board decided they did not want to pursue any changes to this 

topic. Staff will revert the policy back to its original version.  

Vote:  N/A 
 
Motion Action: N/A 

Topic: Fluvanna County Letter 

Motion:  To approve Fluvanna’s request.  

Topic Discussion:  Fluvanna County grant application for a fire training building 

indicated a Prototype II, Class B fueled building. The locality provided a letter 

requesting to change to a Prototype II, Class A fueled building.  

Vote:  Motion Carries 
 
Motion Action: Will be presented at the next full board meeting on Friday, May 31, 
2019.  

Enclosure 1 

Topic: Prince George Container Discussion / Letter 

Motion:  To allow Prince George County to use Burn Building Grant to purchase and 

develop a metal container type and provide board support for this type of structure.  

Topic Discussion:  Locality requests to use burn building funds to purchase and 

develop a metal container type structure. The Board is approving this initiative as a 

test (pilot).  

Vote: Unanimous 
 
Motion Action: Will be presented at the next full board meeting on Friday, May 31, 
2019.  
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NEW BUSINESS 

Topic:  Burn Building Applications 

Motion 1:  To approve grant funding for Scott County for a new burn building in the 
amount of $450,000 plus $30,000 for engineering. 

Motion 2:  To approve grant funding of $450,000 to Hanover County for a new burn 
building.   

Topic Discussion:  Discussion consisted of new burn building application.  

Vote: Unanimous 
 
Motion Action: Will be presented at the next full board meeting on Friday, May 31, 
2019.  

  
Enclosure 2 

 
Topic:  Roanoke County Request Letter 

Motion:  To grant approval for Roanoke County to convert their building from Class B 
to A based on TSG’s approval.  

Topic Discussion:  See below communication from Roanoke County; 

“On behalf of the Fire Chief’s from Roanoke County Fire and Rescue, Roanoke Fire- 
EMS, and Salem Fire-EMS, I would like to request for the Burn Building 
 
Committee to review a request to convert our current Class B burn Building to a 
Class A. Our current Burn Building was placed in service 2009 and was inspected 
by The Structures Group, Inc. in 2013. We would like to request the permission to 
move forward on converting from Class B to Class A after several months of 
discussion. One of the main issues for us is the ongoing cost of repairs. We would 
like to ask to be added to the agenda for any questions for the upcoming Burn 
Building Committee meeting prior to the Fire Board meeting on Friday May 31, 
2019…”  
 
Vote: Unanimous 
 
Motion Action: Will be presented at the next full board meeting on Friday, May 31, 
2019.  
 
Enclosure 3 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
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The committee adjourned at 10am 
Clerk of the Committee 
Heather Smolka (substitute for Mohamed Abbamin) 
 
REVIEWED BY: 
       

      Friday, May 31, 2019 
Brook Pittinger                 Date 
Deputy Executive Director  
 
Enclosure 1 –  Fluvanna County Letter 
Enclosure 2 –   Applications 
Enclosure 3 –  Roanoke County Letter 
 



132 Main Street
P.O. Box 540

Palmyra, VA 22963
(434) 591-1910

Fax (434) 591-1911
www.fluvannacounty.org

“Responsive & Responsible Government”

COUNTY OF FLUVANNA

November 2, 2018

Virginia Department of Fire Programs

Attn: Burn Building Grant Administration

Dear Ms. Theresa Hunter;

This letter is to request a change to our grant application for a fire training burn 
building.

The Fluvanna County grant application for the construction of a fire training burn 
building indicated a Prototype II, Class B fueled building.  This letter is to request a 
change to a Prototype II, Class A fueled building.

I appreciate your assistance with this request and if you require more information 
please get back in contact.

Respectfully,

Benjamin Powell
Project Manager

CC:  Steve Nichols, Fluvanna County Administrator

        John Lye, Fluvanna County Fire and Rescue President





















































 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
Roanoke Regional Training Center $ 1220 Kessler Mill Road, Salem, VA $ (540) 387-6911   

 

Roanoke Valley Regional Fire-EMS Training Center  
 

 

TO: Theresa Hunter-VDFP   

 

FROM: Brian Witt 

             Battalion Chief-Training Roanoke County Fire and Rescue  

 

DATE:  5-23-2019   

 

SUBJECT: Request to convert the Class B Burn Building to Class A 

 

 

Ms. Hunter,  

 

 

                     On behalf of the Fire Chief’s from Roanoke County Fire and Rescue, Roanoke Fire-

EMS, and Salem Fire-EMS, I would like to request for the Burn Building 

Committee to review a request to convert our current Class B burn Building to a 

Class A. Our current Burn Building was placed in service 2009 and was inspected 

by The Structures Group, Inc. in 2013. We would like to request the permission to 

move forward on converting from Class B to Class A after several months of 

discussion. One of the main issues for us is the ongoing cost of repairs. We would 

like to ask to be added to the agenda for any questions for the upcoming Burn 

Building Committee meeting prior to the Fire Board meeting on Friday May 31, 

2019. If you have any questions please let me know. 

 

Thank You 

 

Brian Witt 

Battalion Chief-Training Roanoke County Fire and Rescue  

(540)-777-8739 

bwitt@roanokecountyva.gov 
 

 

 

 

mailto:bwitt@roanokecountyva.gov
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